Lamivudine therapy for Japanese patients with cirrhosis B.
The aim of this study was to investigate the emergence of YMDD mutants in patients with chronic hepatitis B during lamivudine therapy and to compare the emergence patterns of YMDD mutants in cirrhotic and noncirrhotic patients. Eighteen cirrhotic and 37 noncirrhotic patients with chronic hepatitis B were studied. The emergence of YMDD mutants was determined before, as well as at 1, 3, 6, 9 and 12 months after treatment using a highly sensitive method based on polymerase chain reaction. Although YMDD mutants were elicited early, the emergence of YMDD mutants was not always associated with breakthrough hepatitis. YMDD mutants appeared in cirrhotic and noncirrhotic patients: in 22 and 8% at 1 month, 13 and 21% at 3 months, 46 and 19% at 6 months, 30 and 19% at 9 months, and 83 and 27% at 12 months, respectively. YMDD mutants emerge more frequently in cirrhotic than noncirrhotic patients during the early period on lamivudine treatment. The highly sensitive method may be useful for monitoring the development of YMDD mutants in patients with chronic hepatitis B during lamivudine therapy.